TOP SEVEN REASONS TO
PERFORM A PATENT SEARCH
We almost always recommend performing a patent search before
drafting a regular patent. Here are the most important reasons why.
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1. A patent search helps determine if an invention is patentable.
In order to be patentable an invention must be new and non-obvious. To determine
if an invention meets these requirements, we must compare it to what is already
known in the field of technology. A patent search is the most efficient way for us
to determine what is known in relation to an invention. If an invention is not
patentable, then you have saved the cost of a patent application and possibly other
costs in commercializing the invention.
2. A patent search helps determine the breadth of possible protection.
Not all patents provide broad protection; some are very narrow. Patent searches
can help us predict how broad your patent will be. If the scope of a patent is likely
to be very narrow, it may not be worth pursuing a patent.
3. A patent search saves you time and money.
If you do move forward with a patent application, a patent search helps us get
through the examination process more quickly and with less expense. We can draft
your patent application to avoid rejections because the search results can help us
anticipate what prior art the examiner will consider.
4. A patent search helps us patent your invention.
Patent law requires that we disclose and support important differences between
your invention and the prior art. Yet, once a patent application is filed we cannot
add new matter to the application. Patent search results help us craft your
application so that it provides appropriate support before we file the application.
Without this knowledge of the prior art, it may be impossible to patent your
invention in some situations.
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5. A patent search helps obtain a stronger patent.
Most patent applications are rejected at least once. When we respond to these
rejections we must sometimes make amendments and arguments that can weaken
your patent. If we can anticipate what prior art the examiner will consider, we may
be able to avoid these rejections.
6. A patent search enhances our knowledge of the field.
By reviewing patent search results you will become more knowledgeable about the
field of the invention. Even experts gain valuable information about competitors
and their industry and conceive new inventions after reviewing search results. It
also helps us better understand the technical field of an invention. The more we
understand about an industry, the better we can increase the value of your patents.
7. A patent search helps avoid infringement situations.
Although basic patentability searches are not intended to clear products from
infringing other patents (there is another type of search for this), the search results
can sometimes reveal or lead us to patents that represent an infringement risk to
you. This information can help you make better decisions regarding your invention
and your business.

Conclusion
Even if you have never seen your invention in commerce or you are an expert in
your field, a patent search is a very good idea. You may be surprised how many
good inventions have been disclosed in patents yet they are not widely known.
Patent searching is complicated, difficult and time consuming. We highly
recommend using a professional to perform your patent search. The relatively
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small cost of a professional patent search is justified by the likely
benefit. However, if you would like to perform your own preliminary search, here
are a number of free websites you can use to search:
•

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

•

European Patent Office

•

World Intellectual Property Organization

•

Google Patents

Please call us to discuss patent searches.
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About ATIP Law
American Technology & Intellectual Property Law is a law firm based in
Nevada that practices primarily in intellectual property and business law. We help
companies develop, secure and maximize the value of their intellectual property.
We take the time to get to know our clients and to understand their specific needs
and business situations. We create and execute custom strategies that achieve our
clients’ goals.

Contact Us
We really enjoy talking with entrepreneurs, innovators and pioneers in all fields.
Please contact us with any questions, comments or suggestions you may have.
ATIP Law
4790 Caughlin Pkwy #701
Reno, NV 89519
Firm@ATIPLaw.com
www.ATIPLaw.com
775-826-6160
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Disclaimer
This article is for general information purposes only and does not constitute legal
advice. The information provided in this article is not guaranteed to be accurate
and ATIP Law makes no warranty, express or implied, as to reliability of this
information.
Reading this article does not by itself create an attorney-client relationship. We
require an initial consultation, conflict check, entry into a letter of engagement and
payment of a retainer before beginning representation.
You should not make any important legal decisions without the representation of a
qualified attorney. If you would like to discuss representation, please contact us to
schedule a consultation.
ATIP Law does not offer representation in every jurisdiction or in every field of
law. If you need information regarding jurisdictions and fields of law, please
contact our office.
Reproduction, distribution and republication of this article are strictly prohibited.
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